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On June 17th, 2015, Dylan Storm Roof, a 
21-year-old man from Columbia, South Car-
olina, attended a bible study at the historic 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Charleston, South Carolina. Twelve other 
people attended the bible study that day, in-
cluding 41-year-old Clementa Pinckney, the 
church’s pastor and a South Carolina state 
senator. After roughly an hour of Christian 
fellowship, the group elected to close their 
study session with a prayer. During the group 
prayer, Dylan Roof stood up, pulled out a 
Glock 41 handgun, and aimed at 87-year-old 
Susie Jackson. 
Tywanza Sanders, Mrs. Jackson’s 26-year-old 
grandson, stood up, ran between his grand-

mother Susie Jackson and the armed Dy-
lan Roof, and begged him not to shoot. In 
response, Dylan Roof declared that he had 
come to end the lives of the people in the 
room because black people “rape our wom-
en and (were) taking over our country”. Dy-
lan then shot and killed Sanders, along with 
his grandmother Susie. Next, he pointed his 
gun at seven other people, taking the lives 
of 74-year-old Daniel Simmons, 70-year-old 
Ethel Lance, 59-year-old Myra Thompson, 
54-year-old Cynthia Marie Graham, 49-year-
old Depayne Middleton-Doctor, 45-year-old 
Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Clementa 
C. Pinckney. Dylans’s explanation as to why 
he killed a room of mostly elderly black peo-

ple is unfortunately an oft-repeated mantra 
of white supremacy. It’s also a quintessential 
part of American political discourse. The no-
tion that an “other” threatens to usurp white 
men from the “property” they feel entitled to 
has served as a catalyst for political crusades 
for centuries.
Consider the role 1915 epic film “Birth of a Na-
tion” played in American History. The film was 
the first American film ever screened in the 
White House and is credited with revitalizing 
the Ku Klux Klan. Much of the imagery we 
associate with the Klan today emerged from 
the film. For example, the burning of crosses 
and wearing of white robes originated from 
Birth of a Nation. The film was both a com-
mercial and critical success, so much so that 
the U.S. Library of Congress enshrined it in the 
National Film Registry.
According to the film, black men were sloven-
ly, shiftless, and driven by their desire to eat 
fried chicken and rape white women. After 
the South lost the civil war, black men won 
elected positions through voter fraud and 
took control of many state and local govern-
ments. In short, the film alleged that black 
people were raping white women and taking 
over the country.
Such a sentiment reared its head merely 
hours before Dylan Roof took the lives of 
nine individuals. On June 16th, the day before 
the Charleston shootings, Donald Trump an-
nounced that he was running for President. 
Whilst doing so, Trump argued that he want-

ed to be President for the same reason Dylan 
Roof killed nine people: dark(er)-skinned men 
were raping his women and taking over his 
country.
Trump told his audience that the Mexican 
government was sending rapists into the 
United States who were dragging the coun-
try down. Mexico, according to Trump, was 
‘sending people that have lots of problems. 
They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing 
crime. They’re rapists.’ In a speech rife with al-
lusions to yesteryear’s America, Trump’s mes-
sage was clear: he wants to return America 
to the control of his ilk. He wants his country 
back.

The narrative that underpins Roof and 
Trump’s argument is one Americans should 
be intimately familiar with. At their core, 
people like Trump and Roof hate black and 
brown people because they see us as beings 
who ought to be excluded, exterminated, or 
controlled. The mechanisms of exacting that 
control does not often manifest themselves 
in an eruption of violence a la Dylan Roof’s 
massacre. Rather, the much more common 
approach is what we should expect from the 
policies Trump (and to some extent, Hillary 
Clinton) champions: the exclusion and depor-
tation of most brown people foreign to the 
United States, and the legitimization of police 
and vigilante violent oppression against black 
people native to the United States. Either way, 
such racial subjugation is the American way.

Call to Action:
1. Contact your local representative and investigate where she or he stands on police 
demilitarization and immigration policies.
2. Vote.
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